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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tenm adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to comnnunication{s) filed on 26 May 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomrial matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim{s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 7-f 7 is/are reiected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All h)\J Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
' Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
fortli in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 5/26/06 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as being obvious over 
Mendelson (US 6.250.931 ) and Sears (US 4.21 1 ,456) in further view of ROSEN 
3,923,361. 

Mendelson discloses a detachable power supply apparatus for use with electrical 
appliances having a controller for sensing and/or controlling the temperature of the 
appliance ('thermostat control dial" figure 1 re 20 and col. 3 lines 36-55). a power cord 
with a first connector for connecting the power cord to the controller ("power supply 
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cord" figure 1 ref 4, 46) and a second connector for connecting the power cord to a 
power source (power supply cord" figure 1 ref 4,47), and tlie first connector has at 
least two conductive connector outputs with a magnet therein ("conductive contact" 
figures 2-4 ref 66 and "block-type magnet" figures 2-4 ref 74), but does not disclose 
the two conductive connector outputs of the first connector of the power cord are made 
of ferrous type material, the two conductive controller inputs are made of a ferrous type 
material, each one or more connector outputs has a magnet disposed therein, and the 
magnets are made of samarium cobalt. 

Sears discloses magnetic electrical connectors made of a ferrous type material 
(col. 2 lines 38-55 and abstract) with a magnet made of samarium cobalt disposed in 
the female magnetic electrical connector to provide connective force between the male 
electrical connector and the female electrical connector, ("magnet" figures 1-2 ref 104 
col. 2 lines 20-38 and abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the ad at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Mendelson to include using magnetic electrical 
connectors such as those taught by Sears in order to reduce the cost and increase the 
reliability of the detachable power supply apparatus (Sears col. 1 lines 26-40, 56-59). 
As further motivation the examiner would like to point out that the use of magnetic 
electrical connectors for connecting the pins (figure 2 ref 35) of the temperature control 
device with the holes (figure 4 ref 52) of the power supply cord would increase the 
magnet force provided to resist lateral or sheering forces that would decouple the 
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temperature control device from the power supply cord thus further preventing nuisance 

disconnections. 

Regarding claims 1. 7, 17. 

Mendelson and Sears disclose the breakaway power supply device as claimed 

above. 

Mendelson and Sears does not disclose one or more channels and/ or ribs to 
securely hold each of said conductive connector outputs in position. 

ROSEN discloses electrical connector and circuit board system employing a 
horizontal channel (24) to mount a spring contacting member of the connector 
assembly. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified the breakaway connector assembly as disclosed by the above references to 
include the channels or ribs to securely hold the conductor connector pins in position. 
Regarding Claim 4: 

Mendelson discloses the controller has at least two conductive controller inputs 
suitable for operatively connecting to the at least two conductive connector output of the 
first connector ("pins" figures 1-3 and 5 ref 35). 

Regarding Claim 12: 

Mendelson discloses a bi-metallic thermostat (figure 2 ref 18) is secured within 
the temperature control device (figure 2 ref 5). 
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Regarding Claim 16: 

Varying the strength of the magnetic force provided by two magnets by moving 
the magnets closer together or further apart is an inherent property of the magnets. 
Additionally varying the strength of the magnetic force provided by two magnets by 
replacing them with other magnets of differing magnetic strengths has been held to be 
within the general skill of a worker in art to select a known material on the basis of its 
suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 
USPQ416. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Robert L. 
DeBeradlnis whose number is (571) 272-2049. The Examiner can normally be reached 
Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supen/isor, Brian Sircus, can be reached on (571 ) 272-2058. The Fax phone number for 
this Group is (571 ) 272-8300. 
RLD 
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